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Glossary  

Term Meaning 

Arklow Bank Wind Park 1 Arklow Bank Wind Park 1 consists of seven wind turbines, 
offshore export cable and inter-array cables. Arklow Bank Wind 
Park 1 has a capacity of 25.2 MW. Arklow Bank Wind Park 1 
was constructed in 2003/04 and is owned and operated by 
Arklow Energy Limited. It remains the first and only operational 
offshore wind farm in Ireland. 

Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 – 
Offshore Infrastructure 

“The Proposed Development”, Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 

Offshore Infrastructure: This includes all elements under the 
existing Maritime Area Consent. 

Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 (ABWP2) 
(The Project) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 (ABWP2) (The Project) is the onshore 
and offshore infrastructure. This EIAR is being prepared for the 
Offshore Infrastructure. Consents for the Onshore Grid 
Infrastructure (Planning Reference 310090) and Operations 
Maintenance Facility (Planning Reference 211316) has been 
granted on 26th May 2022 and 20th July 2022, respectively.  

• Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 Offshore Infrastructure: This 
includes all elements to be consented in accordance with 
the Maritime Area Consent. This is the subject of this EIAR 
and will be referred to as ‘the Proposed Development’ in the 
EIAR.    

• Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 Onshore Grid Infrastructure: This 
relates to the onshore grid infrastructure for which planning 
permission has been granted.  

• Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 Operations and Maintenance 
Facility (OMF): This includes the onshore and nearshore 
infrastructure at the OMF, for which planning permission 
has been granted.  

• Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 EirGrid Upgrade Works: any non-
contestable grid upgrade works, consent to be sought and 
works to be completed by EirGrid. 

Array Area  The Array Area is the area within which the Wind Turbine 
Generators (WTGs), the Offshore Substation Platforms (OSPs), 
and associated cables (export, inter- array and interconnector 
cabling) and foundations will be installed. 

Benthic ecology Benthic ecology encompasses the study of the organisms living 
in and on the sea floor, the interactions between them and 
impacts on the surrounding environment. 

Cable Corridor and Working Area The Cable Corridor and Working Area is the area within which 
export, inter-array and interconnector cabling will be installed. 
This area will also facilitate vessel jacking operations associated 
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Term Meaning 

with installation of WTG structures and associated foundations 
within the Array Area. 

Competent Authority (CA) The authority designated as responsible for performing the 
duties arising from the EIA Directive as amended. For this 
application, the Competent Authority is An Bord Pleanála (ABP). 

Cumulative Impacts ‘The addition of many minor or significant effects, including 

effects of other Projects, to create larger, more significant 
effects’ (EPA, 2022). 

Environmental Impact Assessment 
(EIA) 

An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a statutory 
process by which certain planned projects must be assessed 
before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the 
collection and consideration of environmental information, which 
fulfils the assessment requirements of the Directive 2011/92/EU 
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
projects on the environment as amended by Directive 
2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council (EIA 
Directive).   

Environmental Impact Assessment  An Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is a statutory 
process by which certain planned projects must be assessed 
before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the 
collection and consideration of environmental information, which 
fulfils the assessment requirements of the Directive 2011/92/EU 
on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private 
Projects on the environment as amended by Directive 
2014/52/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council (EIA 
Directive) and the regulations transposing the EIA Directive (EIA 
Regulations). 

EirGrid State-owned electric power transmission system operator (TSO) 
in Ireland and Transmission Asset Owner (TAO) for the Project’s 

transmission assets. 

Maritime Area Consent (MAC) A consent to occupy a specific part of the maritime area on a 
non-exclusive basis for the purpose of carrying out a Permitted 
Maritime Usage strictly in accordance with the conditions 
attached to the MAC granted on 22nd December 2022 with 
reference number 2022-MAC-002. 

Non-statutory stakeholder Organisations with whom the regulatory authorities may choose 
to engage who are not designated in law but are likely to have 
an interest in a Proposed Development. 
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Term Meaning 

Permitted Maritime Usage The construction and operation of an offshore windfarm and 
associated infrastructure (including decommissioning and other 
works required on foot of any permission for such offshore 
windfarm). 

The Application The full set of documents that will be submitted to An Bord 
Pleanála in support of the consent. 

The Developer Sure Partners Ltd. 
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Acronyms 

Term Meaning 

AA Appropriate Assessment 

ABP An Bord Pleanála 

ADD Acoustic Deterrent Devices 

AIS Automatic Identification System 

Cefas Centre for Environment, Fisheries and Aquaculture Science 

CEM Community Engagement Manager 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CNMP Construction Noise Management Plan 

CRM Collision Risk Modelling 

DAA Dublin Airport Authority 

DAERA Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs 

DECC Department of the Environment, Climate and Communications 

DEFA Department of Environment, Food and Agriculture 

EA Environment Agency 

ECMG East Coast Monitoring Group 

EHS Environment, Health and Safety 

EI Enterprise Ireland 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

EPA Environmental Protection agency 

ERCoP Emergency Response Cooperation Plan 

FID Financial Investment Decision 

FLO Fisheries Liaison Officer 



  

 

Volume III, Appendix 3.1, Consultation Report  VII 

FMMS Fisheries Management and Mitigation Strategy 

GSI Geological Survey Ireland 

HWM High Water Mark 

IDA Industrial Developments Authority 

IRCG Irish Coastguard 

JNCC Joint Nature Conservation Committee 

LA Local Authority 

LAWPRO Local Authority Waters Programme 

LMP Lighting and Marking Plan 

MAC Maritime Area Consent 

MEC Maximum Export Capacity 

MGN Marine Guidance Note 

MMO Maritime Management Organisation 

MPCP Marine Pollution Contingency Plan 

MSO Marine Survey Office 

NIEA Northern Ireland Environment Agency 

NORRI Native Oyster Reef Restoration Ireland 

NPWS National Parks and Wildlife Service 

NRW Natural Resources Wales 

NTM Notice To Mariners 

OGI Onshore Grid Infrastructure 

OMF Operations Maintenance Facility 

ORESS Offshore Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 

OSP Offshore Substation Platform 
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PAM Passive Acoustic Monitors 

PAMO Passive Acoustic Monitor Operatives 

PPN Public Participation Networks 

PREMAR Préfecture Maritime de la Manche et de la Mer du Nord 

RESS Renewable Electricity Support Scheme 

RNLI Royal National Lifeboat Institution 

RWMP Resource and Water Management Plan 

SAM Static Acoustic Monitoring 

SAR Search and Rescue 

SEAI Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 

SEC Sustainable Education Centre 

SEPA Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 

SEPCA South East Coastal Protection Alliance 

SFPA Sea Fisheries Protection Agency 

SID Strategic Infrastructure Development 

SPA Special Protection Area 

SSER SSE Renewables 

TII Transport Infrastructure Ireland 

TD Teachta Dála (Dáil member) 

TTS Temporary Threshold Shift 

UAU Underwater Archaeology Unit 

UKHO United Kingdom Hydrographic Office 

UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

VMP Vessel Management Plan 
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WBSAC Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club 

WMO World Meteorological Organisation 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 
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Units 

Term Meaning 

km kilometre 

m metre 

MW Megawatt 
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1 Consultation Report  

1.1 Introduction  
 

 

 

 

 

 

1.2 Background to the Project 
 

1.3 Purpose of this Report 
 

1.4 Guiding Principles 
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Table 3.1.1: Guiding principles of consultation 

 

 

• Aarhus Convention requirements; 
• Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Directive requirements; 
• Irish legislation requirements; and  
• International best practice. 

1.5 Aarhus Convention  
 

Principle Explanation 

Accessible Information should be easy to access, it should be communicated in a manner that is 
appropriate to the stakeholder group and should avoid the use of industry jargon. The 
consultation process should be inclusive, and it should be straight forward to participate 
in the process. This includes making submissions, asking questions and attending 
events. 

Meaningful Consultation is a two-way process and should be viewed as a genuine opportunity for 
stakeholders to influence outcomes. The Project Team should be prepared to consider 
all submissions that are received through the consultation process. Consultation should 
take place at identified stages in the development process in advance of key decisions 
being made and feedback should be used to inform those decisions. 

Transparent Core to all engagement and communications on a decision-making process is that the 
process is transparent, that people can understand the process by which decisions were 
made and how their input was considered. They may not agree with a decision, but they 
should have full access to the fair and objective process by which these decisions were 
made. 

Proportionate Undertaking communications activities that are appropriate for the specific Project and 
circumstances. Ensuring the Developer uses its resources and is flexible in our approach 
in order to respond to the complexities as the Project develops. 

Accountable Accountable project decision making ensures that the Project has taken on board 
relevant feedback, has responded to the feedback provided in a fair and transparent 
manner and that the Project moves forward once feedback has been reported on. 
Careful record keeping of submissions and the review process are features of this 
principle. 
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1.5.2 Access to information 
 

1.5.3 Public participation in environmental decision making 
 

 

1.5.4 Access to justice 
 

1.6 EIA Directive 
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1.6.2 Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Guidance 
 

1.7 Good Practice communications 
 

 

• providing information on the Project;  
• providing early opportunities for the public concerned to put forward interests; and 
• ensuring that all communication, engagement, and consultation was accessible, meaningful, 

transparent, proportionate and accountable. 

 

1.8 Stakeholder Engagement Campaign  
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1.8.2 Community Engagement Manager 
 

 

1.8.3 Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) 
 

1.9 Summary of Early Stakeholder Engagement  
 

1.9.2 Early Engagement 
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• Maximum Export Capacity (MEC) of 520MW; 
• Up to 76 Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) (each comprising a tower section, nacelle and 

three rotor blades) and associate foundations (steel monopiles, steel tripod or gravity bases); 
• Up to two Offshore Substation Platform(s) (OSPs) and associated foundations (steel 

monopiles, steel tripod or gravity bases); 
• A network of inter-array cabling; and  
• Up to two offshore export cables.  

 

1.10 Public Consultation 2020 
 

• Climate Change; 
• Offshore infrastructure; 
• Onshore Grid Infrastructure; 
• Further Feedback or Thoughts; 
• Public Information; and 
• ABWP2 Proposals. 

 

 

• Bridgewater Shopping Centre North Quay, Arklow, County Wicklow; 
• Arklow Library, Main Street, Arklow, County Wicklow; 
• Town Hall, Market Square, Wicklow Town, County Wicklow; and 
• Seamount/Main Street, Courtown, County Wexford.   
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1.10.2 Scoping Consultation 2020 
 

Coastal Processes 
 

 

Airborne Noise 
 

 

Subsea Noise 
 

Climate 
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Benthic Ecology 
 

 

Marine Mammals 
 

 

 

Fish and Shellfish 
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Ornithology 
 

 

Commercial Fisheries 
 

 

Shipping and Navigation 
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Military and Civil Aviation Radar 
 

Seascape, Landscape and Visual  
 

Population (Socio-Economics) 
 

 

Archaeology  
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Bats 
 

1.10.3 Public Consultation 2021/2022 
 

 

 

 

 

• Bridgewater Shopping Centre, North Quay, Arklow, County Wicklow; and  
• Seamount/Main Street, Courtown, County Wexford.  

 

 

• Our Vision; 
• Operations and Maintenance Facility; 
• Supporting the Community; 
• Have Your Say;  
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• Find Out More; and   
• About SSE Renewables.  

 

 

1.11 Public Consultation 2023 
1.11.1 Public consultation campaign 2023 

 

 

 

• About SSE Renewables; 
• About the Project; 
• Project Timeline; 
• Public Consultation; 
• Components of an Offshore Wind Farm; 
• Consenting Process; 
• Environmental Impact Assessment Report; 
• Community Engagement; 
• Commercial Fisheries Engagement; 
• Find Out More 
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Figure 3.1.1: ABWP2 virtual showroom 
 

 

• 16 March 2023: 5 - 8pm - Arklow Bay Conference and Leisure Hotel, Sea Road, Arklow, Co. 
Wicklow Y14DX02; 

• 21 March 2023:  5 - 8pm - Wicklow Sailing Club, South Quay, Wicklow, Co. Wicklow 
A67WV82; and 

• 29 March 2023: 5 - 8pm - Courtown Sailing Club, South Beach, Courtown, Co. Wexford 
Y25X9D0. 
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Figure 3.1.2: 3D Simulation of the Proposed Development from the Arklow in person event, March 
2023 

 

 

Project Timeline 
 

Employment 
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Location and Description of the Proposed Development  
 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Impacts  
 

 

Commercial Fisheries  
 

 

 

 



  

 

Volume III, Appendix 3.1, Consultation Report  16 

 

1.11.2 Advertising Campaign 
 

 

 

Table 3.1.2: Reach, impressions and link clicks per platform 

Platform  Reach  Impressions Link Clicks 

Meta (Facebook and 
Instagram) 

646,000 1.3 Millon 769 

LinkedIn 48,000 107,000 426 

Digital campaign 
across programmatic 
displays and internet 
searches 

210,000 1.08 million 3,460 
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Table 3.1.3: Printed adverts and reach 

Publisher Date Readership figures (number 
of people) 

Wicklow Times February 28th 

March 7th  

March 14th  

44,200 

Wicklow People March 1st 

March 8th  

March 15th  

33,786 

Gorey Guardian  February 1st  

March 8th  

March 15th  

23,424 
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Figure 3.1.3: Full page public consultation advert from the Wicklow Times, March 2023 
 

 

Table 3.1.4: Billboard locations 

Type of display Number of displays Location 

48 Sheet 2 Dublin Road, Arklow 

Abbey St. Wicklow Town 

AdShel Live  6 Bridgewater Shopping Centre, Arklow 

Tesco Live 1 Wicklow Town 

Adbox  2 Courtown, Wexford  

Admobile 2 St. Patrick’s Day Parades: Arklow and 
Wicklow 
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Figure 3.1.4: Tesco live display, Wicklow Town 
 

1.11.3 Stakeholder Engagement 
 



  

 

Volume III, Appendix 3.1, Consultation Report  20 

Outreach to political representatives 
 

 

Outreach to community stakeholders 
 

  Engagement with Statutory Consultees 
 

 

Table 3.1.5 Engagement in 2023 with Statutory Consultees 

Consultee  Key issue  

National Parks 
and Wildlife 
Service 
(NPWS) 

Details on liaison with ABP to date. Also included update on EIA Scoping/Appropriate 
Assessment (AA) Screening and liaison with NPWS on engaging with NPWS on site 
pressures (east coast SPAs). 

An Bord 
Pleanála  

Formal pre-application meetings commenced the 13th of June 2023 and concluded on 
the 11th of December. 

Irish 
Coastguard 
(IRCG) 

Noted that accommodation and rescue facilities for the OSPs would assist if any 
rescue operations were required or if workers were unable to return to shore. 

Noted that non-Automatic Identification System (AIS) data should be considered in 
the assessment. 

Indicated that lighting provisions and additional SAR mitigations are likely to resemble 
that within the UK Marine Guidance Note (MGN) 654 guidance. 

Noted that Irish guidance is likely to closely resemble MGN 654. 
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Consultee  Key issue  

Marine Survey 
Office (MSO) 

Noted content with the data collected given that it aligns with MGN 654. 

Noted content for project to use advisory safe passing distances in lieu of safety 
zones, but noted that this should be clear in the promulgation of information. 

Noted that SSE should keep the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office (UKHO) 
informed throughout the consenting process. 

Noted that the VMP should be circulated to shipping and navigation stakeholders. 

Irish Lights Noted that they are content with the data collection process following that set out in 
MGN 654. 

Noted there may be a need for a cardinal mark for the gap between the Proposed 
Development and Codling. 

Noted they would be looking for two to three AIS aids to navigation but that this would 
depend on the layout. 

Stated that sound signals are not commonly used but could be discussed as part of 
the Lighting and Marking Plan (LMP) process. 

Stated content with the use of construction buoyage and temporary lighting for 
construction phase mitigations, noting that the final plans would need to be agreed 
via the LMP. 

Indicated a buoy could be used to mark the reduction in underkeel clearance 
resulting from cable protection but that this would depend on the reduction. 

Department of 
Housing, Local 
Government 
and Heritage: 
Underwater 
Archaeology 
Unit (UAU) 

Review of archaeological aspects of the area and survey data to date.   

Noted the importance of archaeological mitigation and monitoring associated with the 
Proposed Development. 

1.11.4 Scoping consultation 2023 
Overview of the Proposed Development 

 

• Either 56, 47, 42 or 37 WTGs using monopile or jacket foundations with each WTG 
comprising a tower section, nacelle and three rotor blades;  

• One or two OSPs using (monopile or jacket foundations) 
• A network of inter-array cabling between WTG and OSP locations within the Array Area which 

shall be used to transmit power from the WTGs to the OSPs 
• Up to two export cable corridors; and   
• Scour protection and cable protection, if required.   
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Ireland Organisations 
• An Bord Pleanála – Maritime Unit 
• An Chomhairle Ealaíon (The Arts 

Council) 
• An Taisce 
• Arklow Sailing Club 
• Arklow Port 
• Belfast Harbour 
• Dublin Port 
• Birdwatch Ireland 
• Bord Iascaigh Mhara 
• Carlow County Council 
• Casement Military Aerodrome 
• CHC Helicopters 
• Commission for Regulation of 

Utilities 
• Commissioners of Irish Lights 
• ComReg 
• Dublin Airport Authority (DAA) 
• Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine 
• Department of the Environment, 

Climate and Communications 
• Department of Culture, Heritage and 

the Gaeltacht 
• Department of Housing, Local 

Government and Heritage 
• Department of Defence – Naval and 

Aer Corps 
• Department of Transport (Marine 

Survey Office) 
• Development Applications Unit – 

NPWS 
• Dún Laoghaire-Rathdown County 

Council – Dun Laoghaire Port 
• Eastern and Midland Regional 

Assembly 
• Eirgrid 
• Enterprise Ireland 
• Gas Networks Ireland 
• Geological Survey Ireland 
• Harland and Wolff 
• Health and Safety Authority 

• Health and Safety Executive 
• Heritage Council 
• IDA Ireland 
• Inland Fisheries Ireland 
• Irish Aviation Authority 
• Irish Coast Guard 
• Irish Mussel Seed Company 
• Irish Rail 
• Irish Sailing Association 
• Irish Water 
• Irish Whale and Dolphin Group 
• Irish Wildlife Trust 
• NPWS 
• Marine Institute 
• Met Eireann 
• Office of Public Works 
• Port of Cork 
• RNLI 
• Rosslare Port 
• SEAI 
• Sea Fisheries Protection Agency 

(SFPA) 
• South East Regional Inshore 

Fisheries Forum 
• Transport Infrastructure Ireland (TII) 
• Underwater Archaeology Unit 
• Weston Aerodrome 
• Wexford County Council 
• 2RN 
• Wicklow Boat Charters 
• Wicklow Bay Sea Angling Club 

(WBSAC) 
• Wicklow Sailing Club 
• Wicklow Port 
• Wexford Port 
• Wicklow County Council 
• Arklow Sea Scouts 
• Arklow RNLI 
• Arklow Rowing Club 
• Native Oyster Reef Restoration 

Ireland (NORRI) 
• South East Coastal Protection 

Alliance (SEPCA) 
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• Wicklow Rowing Club 
• Wicklow Sub Aqua Club 
• Wicklow Swimming Club 
• Wicklow Regatta Festival 
• Courtown Sailing Club 
• Seal Rescue Ireland 
• East Coast Rivers c/o Local Authority 

(LA) Waters Programme (LAWPRO) 
• Arklow & District Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Wicklow & District Chamber of 

Commerce 
• Arklow Municipal District 
• Wicklow Municipal District 
• ASL Safety & Training 
• Arklow Shipping 
• O’Toole Shipping 
• Arklow Marine Services 
• Roadstone, Arklow 
Transboundary Organisations 

 Northern Ireland 
• Department of Agriculture, 

Environment and Rural Affairs 
(DAERA) 

• Northern Ireland Environment 
Agency (NIEA) 

• Department for Infrastructure 
• Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

 
England, Wales and Scotland 

• Department for Business, Energy 
and Industrial Energy 

• Maritime Management Organisation 
(MMO) 

• Marine Scotland 
• Natural Resources Wales (NRW) 
• The Environment Agency (EA) 
• Scottish Environmental Protection 

Agency (SEPA) 
• Centre for Environment, Fisheries 

and Aquaculture Science (Cefas) 
• Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
• Joint Nature Conservation 

Committee (JNCC) 
• Natural England 
• Scottish National Heritage 
Isle of Man 
• Department of Environment, Food 

and Agriculture (DEFA) 
• Department of Infrastructure 
• Cefas 
France 
• Ministère des Affaires étrangères 
• Armateurs de France 
• Préfecture Maritime de la Manche et 

de la Mer du Nord (PREMAR) 
• Secrétariat Général de la Mer 
• CRPMEM Nord 
• Fédération Nationale de la Pêche 
• FROM Nord 
• CME Organisation de Producteur 

 

Marine Water (Coastal Processes) 
 

Airborne Noise 
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Shadow Flicker 
 

Air Quality 
 

Climate Change  
 

Marine Mammals 
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Shipping and Navigation 
 

Seascape, Landscape and Visual Impacts 
 

Decommissioning 
 

 

Details of the Development 
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Alternatives 
 

Cumulative Impacts 
 

Roads  
 

Biodiversity  
 

Waste 
 

Ancillary Facilities  
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Geotechnical and Seabed Assessment  
 

 

 

Surface and Ground Water Quality  
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1.12 How feedback informed the Proposed Development 
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Annex A 
Community Benefit Fund 
SSE Renewables (SSER) has a long and proud history of sharing economic value from its renewable 
assets with communities.  SSER owns and operates 29 onshore wind farms on the island of Ireland and 
to date has invested over €16m on a voluntary basis in the surrounding communities.  SSER has direct 
experience of administering community benefit funds with a total lifetime value of €367m across Ireland 

and Great Britain. The Renewable Electricity Support Scheme (RESS) and Offshore Renewable 
Electricity Support Scheme (ORESS) community benefit schemes developed by the Department of the 
Environment, Climate and Communications (DECC) were informed by SSER’s best practice. 

Arklow’s Community Support to Date 
SSER has been engaging with local communities near the proposed Arklow Bank Wind Park 2 (ABWP2) 
site since 2018, and to date, has invested over €500,000 on a voluntary basis across County Wicklow 

and North Wexford. 

This investment has been made through two separate Sponsorship and Fisheries Funds.  The 
Sponsorship Fund has supported more than 80 community initiatives under themes of marine-based 
activities, environmental and social sustainability and energy efficiency. The Fisheries Fund has sought to 
provide direct benefit to locally registered commercial fishery operators and in 2023, in collaboration with 
Wicklow County Council, delivered a new 16 berth commercial pontoon at Arklow Harbour. SSER has 
committed to the continuation of these voluntary funds throughout the development phase in order to 
demonstrate its commitment to the local region and support for communities in the vicinity of the ABWP2 
project. 

 
ABWP2 was not successful in the first round of the Government’s ORESS scheme, however, SPL 
remains fully committed to delivering the project, and through SSER, providing a community benefit fund.  
Without an ORESS support contract, ABWP2 is not in a position to deliver a community fund in line with 
the ORESS scheme. However, SPL is committed to providing a fund of €3m per annum for the duration 

of an alternative route to market (corporate power purchase agreement) contract.   

The ABWP2 Community Benefit Fund will be administered in line with SSER’s 29 existing community 

benefit funds in Ireland, and align with the fundamental principle of the ORESS community benefit 
guidelines, namely community participation and community-led decision-making. In administering the 
community benefit fund for ABWP2 SSER will: 

• Ensure community participation in fund decision-making via the establishment of a local Fund 
Committee; 

• Develop a Funding Strategy and Development Delivery Plan which will be approved by the Fund 
Committee; 

• Raise awareness and ensure effective promotion of the application process in line with the 
Funding Strategy; 

• Ensure that applications for funding are assessed in a fair, non-discriminatory and transparent 
manner;  

• Publish an annual report detailing the performance of the fund and ensure transparency; 
• Maximise the impact of the fund by supporting communities to deliver their priorities with 

measurable and sustainable benefits;  
• Ensuring that communities benefit from funding during the construction of ABWP2. Following 

Financial Investment Decision (FID), SSER will make prepayments available during the three 
years preceding Commercial Operations as follows: 

o 1st Early Contribution Year - €0.5m  
o 2nd Early Contribution Year - €1m 
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o 3rd Early Contribution Year - €1.5m 

The early contribution payments would be offset at a rate of €0.5m per annum from the funds during 

subsequent years, or at an amount as agreed with the Fund Committee.   

In the event that ABWP2 does manage to secure a future government-backed subsidy arrangement or an 
alternate arrangement which provides additional support to the project, then the level of this fund would 
be reviewed and increased as appropriate.  
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